
BASA Meeting with Nigel Mills on Friday 25th June 2010 re concerns about the Stevenson’s site

We met in the Lord Nelson at 2pm. Thanks to Bob and Sarah, our hosts.

Present: Ian Bell, Gill Hirst, David Hirst, George Jones, Nigel Mills, Hugh Potter, Freda Raphael, Geoff Sims, Clive Sturgess, June Ward

Apologies: Pat Morriss, Angela Ward

Agenda

1: Immediate problems - safety of the site wrt a) asbestos related materials b) security of the perimeter fence

2: Medium term concerns - a) when will demolition of the site be completed? b) will this include the 1964 building? c) what will be done to stabilise/conserve the two stone buildings?

3: Actual redevelopment 

Minutes

1&2: Freda said that Darren Hurst at AVBC responded quickly when she told him of the problems. AVBC served an abatement notice on JG Ambergate LLP, the owners of the site, without response. Following legal advice, the problem has now been passed to AVBC Building Control section. A further Abatement Notice has been served, again, without response. What else can BASA do, and how can Nigel assist?

  Nigel urged us to keep pestering AVBC, and to copy him into any emails/correspondence.  He also suggested that BASA and FCC should work closely together to raise the profile of our campaign. Clive suggested contacting the Environment Agency too, but Freda said that she did that first, only to be passed from one agency to another, with the buck finally landing with AVBC.

  Discussion re pollution on the site and anxiety that there are more problems lurking in undiscovered pits and beneath concrete than JG Land (developers) would admit. Gill said that local people, who had worked for Stevenson’s over many years, had told her that there is pollution on the site yet to be discovered. Geoff’s concern is that when the site is finally cleared, and concrete covering the soil is broken up, rain will drive hidden pollution into the River Amber. Regarding the asbestos related materials on the site, Freda understands that JG Ambergate LLP should have been carrying out daily testing of air born particles.

  Discussion re completing the demolition of the site: Nigel said that AVBC should take enforcement action. Bob told us that local children regularly play in the roofless house, which is not fenced off, close to the road bridge over the Amber. He chases them off whenever he hears them. The house is in a dangerous state and he fears that they could easily come to harm. In the last Newsletter BASA included a warning to parents about the dangers of children playing on the derelict Stevenson’s site. Everyone agreed that something needs to be done to conserve the two stone buildings which are already in a fragile state.

3: Discussion around hopes that redevelopment of the Stevenson’s site will follow the Building for Life criteria, including consideration of the wider area. BASA would like to see a redevelopment plan integrated with any future redevelopment of the adjacent Transco/National Grid site. We understand that this underused site may become available for redevelopment too, in the not-too-distant future. Also, the DVMWHS will be reviewed in 2012 and we would welcome some sort of liaison/partnership.

  George showed his plans for a possible marina on the Transco/National Grid site linking in to a redevelopment of the Stevenson’s site. This caused much interest and discussion. George’s plan links the Bullbridge area into the DVMWHS (it would not, of course, become a part of the WHS) taking particular note of sustainable transport routes, including a new railway station. It would also take road traffic from the redevelopment away from having to access onto/from Bullbridge Hill.

  Nigel said that he will ask Derek Stafford (assistant director of planning and regeneration at AVBC) for a meeting to discuss George’s overall redevelopment plan and BASA’s Vision!. 

The meeting closed at 2.50pm. 

