BASA Committee Meeting 10th January 2010 

Present:  Freda Raphael, June Ward, Dave Evans, Ian Bell, David Hirst, Clive Sturgess, Geoff Simms, Gill Hirst.

Apologies: Mark Kinsey.

We welcome June Ward to the BASA Committee ! 
Agenda;- 

1. Minutes of last meeting.

2. Chairperson’s Report.

3. Secretary’s Report.

4. Treasurer’s Report.

5. Membership Secretary’s Report.

6. Campaign Updates –

   Stevenson’s

   Lockwoods

   Speed Limit/ A610

   Flooding

   Historical Survey and Heritage

7. AOB

1. The Minutes of last meeting were agreed.

Mike Kelly ( FCC), who attended the last Committee Meeting, has since met with Transco and started a dialogue, though there is a long way to go yet. Mike is copying BASA into his email correspondence. The meeting agreed to contact AVBC with support for the Greenway in the vicinity of the site.

2. Chairperson’s Report. – Freda presented an overview of a written report, which she had sent to Committee members by email and will be available to all via a link on the BASA website.

  Freda highlighted the issue of financial contributions towards the Civic Society Initiative. A lengthy discussion followed, with the majority of those present feeling that BASA was not financially able to contribute anything other than the lowest amount suggested. Freda feels very strongly that we should contribute more and as soon as possible, so much so that she would be prepared to send a personal cheque on behalf of BASA. The committee felt that whatever is done should be on a consensus from the members, who will be consulted at the next member’s meeting and when it was clearer what the benefits would be to BASA. 

  June suggested that Rob Lockwood might be asked to contribute to BASA’s funds. 

3. Secretary – Gill told the meeting that it had proved impossible to get items together for a January member’s meeting and that the end of February would give us more time. All agreed. Gill will book the village hall. She will email Members to inform them as soon as she has a date. Posters to be placed with details, too. 

 Gill will be soon be loading Committee Minutes on the website and also the letters and notes from BASA’s liaison with the police and Councillor Juliette Blake on the problem of speeding along the A610, and notes from meetings between BASA and Rob Lockwood.

David has contacted AVBC re possible grants for BASA. He has been told to contact AV Volunteer bureau. He has also been asked if BASA have a Constitution and Charitable Status. Gill and Freda will look into this as the demise of the previous Civic Trust has left some gaps in understanding.

4. Treasurer - Ian states that the BASA funds stand at £263.00. 

5. Membership Secretary - BASA currently has 76 contributing members, with 16 joint  and 60 individual memberships.

All felt that these figures were positive for a new society less than a year old and hope that members will re-subscribe in March/April.   

6. Campaign Updates – 

Stevenson’s – Freda says that there is little to report on any progress at the Stevenson’s site. The safety and security of the site remains a worry and BASA is monitoring this as best it can and reporting any incidents to the developers and/or the Police.

BASA will continue to research issues of pollution, flooding etc. and will be contacting BASA members and other local people for testimonies regarding Stevenson’s history that might help this research. (further notes in Chairperson’s report)

Lockwoods  - BASA reps ( Dave, David and Geoff) have had their second winter meeting with Rob Lockwood. These meetings are proving useful. The bund is now finished at the east end and the trees have arrived. Notes from these meetings to be posted on the website.

Speed Limit / A610 -  Gill is again contacting those lorry firms that have been identified as speeding through the area. She wrote in November and has had no replies so has resent the letters, bringing their attention to their lack of response. She has the names of three firms who have shown courtesy and will write to them too with thanks. Gill will put up a form at the next member’s meet to ask for any more firms to write to.

 Juliette Blake set up a meeting with herself, BASA and the police  (Inspector Smith and Sgt. Booth) in December (BASA reps: Dave, David and Gill) This meeting provided a useful forum for BASA to express concerns while gaining an insight into the police’s  perspective.

  Another meeting was held in January, when Special Constable Sarah Spencer also attended. Feedback was promising and helpful. Sgt Booth also demonstrated the new laser speed camera that our local community police will soon be trained to use.

  Notes from both these meetings to be loaded on the website.

  Ian suggested that we might apply for funding towards a vehicle activated sign from the ‘Crime Fund’ mentioned in Judy Mallaber’s recent publicity. Gill will look into this.

Flooding – June, who lives in Riversdale, is to take the lead on flooding. She is working towards helping the residents of Riversdale get together. It might be that they will need a venue if there is enough interest and BASA will support with this.

  June reports that grant applications to improve water defences of Riversdale homes have now been received. £100,000 has been allocated for 20 houses. The outcome of the flood grant applications will be available in mid- February.

 June told the meeting that houses have been flooding that have never flooded before and that the infrastructure is not coping.

Historical Survey and Heritage – BASA (Freda, David, Gill and Hugh Potter the FCC Archivist and also a BASA member) met with Barry Joyce  and Jill Stroud (DCC) to walk the route of sites of historical interest identified by Freda with support from local people, in the Bullbridge area. The meeting was positive with Barry and Jill impressed with the heritage of the area. Freda’s notes on this meeting and the written response from Jill Stroud are posted on the website. 

Any Other Business – June is concerned that young people are attempting to cross the A610 at Riversdale at the bottom of the pedestrian access route from the Moorlands Estate. It was agreed that we contact  Moorlands Neighbourhood Watch representative Wayne Bailey to alert him of this dangerous practice. 

 The canal continues to be an issue that cuts across most of the BASA campaigns. While we often quote that a working waterway increases the value of properties we need to demonstrate this with proof. Geoff offered to research the financial benefits to a community of restoring a canal.

 BASA will register its concern re the future of the Butterley Wharf, which is crucial to the future of the canal and may be under threat from the development of the Butterley works site.

 Those committee members who haven’t yet provided a photo and vignette about themselves are asked to do so as soon as possible. If they don’t want to use a photo, then a few words will suffice.

Next Committee meeting:  Monday 8th February 2010, 7.30 at Woodlands
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