BASA Committee Meeting 29th July 2009-08-05

Present ; Freda Raphael; Ian Bell; Dave Evans; David Hirst; Clive Sturgess; Gill Hirst.

Apologies: Mark Kinsey, Wayne Bailey, Andy Bates

Agenda..

1) Committee Organisation

2) Speed Limit

3) Other transport Issues

4) Stevensons and World Heritage Site

5) Newsletter

6) Next Meeting.

7) AOB

1) Committee Organisation

Agreed that the BASA needs to be more organised.

 Ian agreed to be treasurer alongside his membership secretary duties. Gill to meet with Ian to discuss monies she is currently holding and will hand over £165.00 membership monies and cheque for £80.00 from Open Garden. £80 00 also sent to FCC)

 Ian to contact a bank to open up a BASA account which will need 3 signatures agreed that these would be Ian, Freda and Gill.

 A website is urgently needed. Gill will contact Andy Gaucher, who has offered to set up a website, but has been difficult to reach. Meanwhile committee members will look into alternative ways to secure a website, while being mindful of there being no money available. 

BASA needs a constitution. Freda will look into the constitutions used by other Civic Societies. She will also get the details re BASA having charitable status.

There is to be a 2 day event for Civic Societies in Blackpool. Freda will attend for BASA while other members will attend a local event in Belper on the same weekend.

There are several members who have asked to join but not paid membership and other local residents who attend all meeting with no apparent interest in joining. Some paid up members have asked what the advantages to them are, when anyone can attend anyway.

Suggested that non-members pay an amount at the door at each meeting as it was felt that the meetings should be inclusive of the community.

Membership cards with a membership number to be provided. Clive offered to make some.

There is to be a Safer Neighbourhood Initiatives meeting at Heage. Freda will attend and feed back.

It is noted that BASA has gained a reputation for getting things done and forging good links with local business and groups. We are now receiving, by Email, all new planning applications placed with AVBC.

Representations at the site meeting and planning meeting with regards to the Lockwoods planning application have been well received by AVBC and Lockwoods and feedback from members has been positive on the whole. It should be noted however that there are still individuals who continue to have issues with Lockwoods.

2) Extension of 30mph speed limit.

BASA is to support Juliette Blake in asking for the speed limit to be extended.

Gill and Freda will compose a letter to Highways and AVBC , setting out our reasons for the request. Difficulties with noise, road surface and  safe crossing being the main issues. The committee felt that we should support the request for it to be extended to the Excavator  from the A6 at Ambergate. Gill felt that this was too far and suggested from the A6 side of New road to the bend at the end of Ladygrove, but is happy to go along with rest of the committee.

Dave Evans has had many discussions with the police and highways about the traffic at Ladygrove and feels he is getting nowhere.

Rob Lockwood’s lorries have been noticeably quieter since he spoke to his drivers. However, some other local  lorries are extremely noisy and anti-social. It is suggested that, with Rob’s permission, a letter be sent to the worst offending firms praising Lockwood’s good practice and suggesting a similar direction might be taken.

Dave and David will contact Rob and discuss this alongside other issues for discussion. Gill and Freda will compose letter to firms. The firms so far identified are… Longcliffe, Tarmac and Balls. If any more are identified please let Gill or Freda know.

BASA will make a concerted effort to make the local resident’s voices be heard.

3) Other Road, Transport and Traffic issues.

It is felt that these issues should be linked and cross referenced with the campaign for the extended speed limit 

We have heard nothing from the police about the camera operative training. David to contact  Juliette to chase this up. David has also noticed that some motor  bikes have illegal number plates. We will attempt to make notes of these.

Members to be asked( via the newsletter) to identify times and dates of the worst offenders for noise and speeding along the A610 so that we can target the moat effective times of day to use the cameras.

Road surfaces and Pavements … it is felt that the road surface should be discussed with Highways as it is possible to have quieter ones than those currently laid. 

  The manhole covers at Ladygrove in particular are extremely noisy when rode over. They are often repaired, but not left to set. This to be discussed with Highways.

   The pavement at Ladygrove is extremely narrow in places and inclines towards the road. This makes walking along this stretch perilous for walkers and impossible for wheelchair users. This is also to be bought to the attention of the Highways/AVBC. Gill will also contact The Amber Valley Access Group( for disabled access) to see if they have any thoughts or assessments on this stretch of pavement. 

Riversdale members are asking when BASA will start to look at their flooding problems. Some of this will link with the Stevos site,  road surface and manhole cover discussions. There will also need to be a meeting to get together details and dates so that we ( and they) can have a  plan of action. Clive and Geoff to kick- start this after the holidays. ( other committee members to support if needed)

    Lorries turning round in Sawmills

There have been many Lorries dangerously turning round in Sawmills or getting stuck under the bridge because the drivers failed to see the signs. It has been suggested that the final electronic warning sign in Sawmills be moved to before the village and that Rob Lockwood be asked if he would ( as he has already suggested informally ) allow lorries to turn round in his yard. This would also necessitate a sign directing them lorries to do so.

Dave and David to add this to the items for discussion with Rob Lockwood and if he is still amenable we will include this in our contact with Highways/ AVBC 

4) Stevensons and the World Heritage Site.

  There is little movement on the Stevenson’s site at the moment.

Freda fed back about the meeting that BASA and the Friends of Cromford Canal had with Council representatives of the WHS. While the canal and the Bullbridge and Sawmills area cannot be included in the WHS, or indeed the buffer zone. The Council have been researching the local areas that might become an adjoined conservation area. Our local knowledge is vital to this and we have been invited to research which parts of the area have important industrial archaeology that should come within the zone.

Freda will lead this and will provide an article for the newsletter, explaining the work to do and ask for any photographs, press cuttings memories etc.

5) Newsletter

   A Newsletter is to be put together by Gill for a major drop. This will hopefully, re- kindle interest in the current and future campaigns. It will also remind residents about the membership issues and invite them to the next members meeting. Gill will try to book the hall for the last Wednesday in September. 

Next Committee Meeting   Monday  7th September 2007 at the Woodlands 

