BASA Committee Meeting -  Wednesday 2nd December 2009

Present:;  Freda Raphael; Mike Kelly; Clive Sturgess; Geoff Sims; Ian Bell; David Hirst; Gill Hirst

Apologies: Mark Kinsey; Dave Evans.

Agenda

1. Minutes of last meeting

2.  Mike Kelly -  Friends of Cromford Canal

3. Stevenson’s Site 

4. Chairperson’s report

5. Secretary’s report

6. Treasurer’s report.

7. Membership Secretary’s report

8. Any Other Business

Agreed actions in italics

1. The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

 Arising – 

Veolia lighting affecting Lynam Lane. Need to check if this is now OK. David will check and is to meet with R. Lockwood soon and will pursue.

 Grants – Initial contact by David has suggested that there will be nothing available until the new financial year. He will contact another dept. 

   2. Welcome to Mike Kelly   representing the Friends of Cromford Canal. BASA particularly wanted to check that BASA and FCC campaigning was mutually supportive. The committee wanted to ensure that they had all the information necessary to be effective while not “reinventing the wheel”. We also wanted to see if there was any further support we could offer.

Mike feels that JG Land are not likely to be willing to put he canal back even though they must leave the line of the canal clear. The next hurdle is the footpath that comes to a halt at the tunnel ( Transco land), FCC would like to see the footpath continuing, in an accessible form - not easy considering the lay of the land and with Transco unlikely to want to help. ( this footpath should be a continuation of the Greenway) FCC are to meet with the director of Transco next week to discuss any possible way forward with this. With regard to the tunnel, DCC are opening tunnels elsewhere ( e.g Monsal trail), could they not open the Hag Tunnel ?. 

Mike will let us know how the meeting with Transco goes and we can then get a strategy together that will positively support FCC and the BASA community.

BASA will write to DCC to request they look into the possibility of opening the tunnel.

BASA would like to see the Greenway happen and will campaign for this.

BASA will also push for the feasibility of the Marina idea to be pursued.

Freda has had correspondence with Judy Mallaber about the reinstatement of the canal. She will continue to press for support from the MP.

We asked that Mike provide us with the information he gave to the inaugural meeting of BASA, when he discussed the financial benefits of a working canal to an area. This information will be used to support and reinforce our correspondence. 

2. Stevenson’s Site.

 It would seem that the canal should be in water before any building starts on the site. J G Land seem unwilling to help with this at the moment and are unconvinced of the added value being next to a waterway gives. Research has shown that sites benefit from canal frontage. 

BASA will research figures for this and examples and present these to J G Land.

BASA will contact AVBC and DCC for support and advice.
Clive suggests that if we dig out the canal the infill could be moved to the tunnel end to level off the ground there.

The stone buildings were discussed – Shall we have a go at getting these buildings listed? Should we also look into acquiring the building next to the canal? This building could then be modest community rooms, with a permanent room for heritage displays, for example.

We would need some form of valuation and pursuance of funding through a heritage grant, as a society. 

 We also need to ensure that whatever the outcomes, planning permission is granted on the condition that the two important stone buildings are sympathetically restored and adapted.

Freda said that Lincoln Civic Society had had some experience of acquiring an important building. She will contact them for more information.

 Using the notes from the member’s meeting on 11th November we looked at the Actions and allocated tasks.

David had already contacted the PCT re. the possibility of a satellite surgery and had received an unhelpful reply, which did not refer to the question. It was agreed that he get back to them to request a more appropriate response. 

Ian felt that we had been somewhat dismissive of a suggestion from the member’s meeting about industrial units. Gill agreed that she would make BASA’s position ( and rationale) on industrial units clearer at the next opportunity

 We discussed how to respond to a, negative, Email from a BASA member. Though the committee were not in full agreement as to how to respond, it was agreed that we acknowledge the Email and note the contents.

3. Chairperson’s report 

 Freda had provided the committee members with a written report, which she read out to the meeting. This report is available, in a link from these notes, on the website. Freda discussed – The website and the need to keep a high profile – Clive will make contact with the local press. Her trip to the Civic Society Initiative Conference at Blackpool. The new CSI is hoping to fund the movement by, amongst other things, a levy of £3.00 per CS member. This created much discussion and the majority of the committee members present felt that this was excessive. Fortunately we don’t have to make any decision immediately and will put it to members. Freda has arranged a meeting in January with Barry Joyce and Gill Stroud re. the Historic Survey. We will be walking the area and highlighting the items of interest. Freda needs help with GPS numbers. Committee members to help with this a.s.a.p
4. Secretary’s Report.

Gill informed  the meeting that the Website and the Email link is a great success. She has received information to pass onto Campaign groups and also for inclusion in the website. There are still many documents and pictures to load onto the site and she and Freda are gradually doing this. Gill  now has a list of people to visit to record local history. So far she, Freda and David have agreed to collect this information. 

The Village Hall Christmas Fayre raised £407.64  up on last year.

6.Treasurer’s Report
Ian reports that the BASA account has a balance of £292.00. We have had a few extra outgoings recently ( website; stationary; village hall )

Ian asks if we feel that our membership fees are too high, especially for concessions.

7. Membership Secretary’s Report

Ian reports that we are slowly increasing our membership and now have 60 members. It is to be hoped that members will sign up again next year.

8. Any Other Business.

Ian asks that in future all correspondence sent to the membership, be sent BCC, ( sent to all, but with Email addresses not shown) as this will comply with data protection. Gill will ensure this happens.

A Social Meeting is to be arranged for the end of January. This will involve displays of the Historical Survey and items provided by residents. Light refreshments to be available.

Gill  Hirst
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