BASA Committee Meeting 8th February 
Present:- Freda Raphael, Geoff Sims, Clive Sturgess, David Hirst, June  Ward, Gill Hirst.

Apologies - Dave Evans

Agenda

1. Minutes of last meeting.

2. Chairperson’s report.

3. Secretary’s report.

4. Treasurer’s report.

5. Membership Secretary’s report

6. Campaign Updates –

Stevenson’s

     Lockwoods

     Speed Limit / A610

     Flooding

     Historical Survey and Heritage.

7. AOB. - including Sawmills Mission Church, Canal, next Members’ Meeting.

1: Minutes of the last meeting - read by all and were agreed.

2: Chairperson - Freda has nothing to report re the Civic Society Initiative (CSI) 

  There is nothing new to report on the Stevenson’s site as Freda has had no contact recently with John Jowitt. She will try to contact him soon as she continues to be concerned about the safety of the site and the dangerous state of the fencing.

  Freda continues to work on the Historical Survey and will be showing the maps received from Barry Joyce and Jill Stroud, at the next BASA meeting.

  Freda has written a short article for the next Crich Area Community News (CACN) about BASA (Crich Parish includes Bullbridge).

  Freda has been walking the footpath around the Transco site that replaced the destroyed canal towpath. She reckons that it rises from approx 80m to 130m, making a precipitous slope that is only accessible to the fittest of walkers. This would restrict its use as a Greenway. Freda will write to Transco to discuss the possibility of a more accessible route. Mike Kelly (FCC) has already written to Transco receiving only a very negative reply. It was agreed that BASA needs to do a bit more about walking and “remembering” the route of this path (some of which has been removed from the most recent OS maps) and keep raising the profile.

 Freda reminded the committee that there will need to be an AGM in April / May

3: Secretary - Much of what Gill has to report will be covered under Campaigns, as she continues to record meetings and make contact with firms and organisations.

Gill has responded to the CSI on-line survey about the proposed name for the re-formed Civic Trust. She has rejected the four suggestions offered and suggested a fifth, The New Civic Trust instead, rationalising that this would be self explanatory thus costing less to launch.

 Gill is making commendation certificates to present to young people who help in our local community projects. Some of the young people have shown an interest in the clearing of the canal at Sawmills. It was agreed that this should be encouraged and recognised. Similarly, it was agreed that a BASA bat and bird box making day could be held with young people (and not so young!) in the summer. This could provide interest for young people while offsetting the tree clearing on the canal route.

 4 and 5. Treasurer and Membership Secretary  - Ian was unable to attend the meeting.

6. Campaigns:

  Stevenson’s  - There is very little to report at the moment.

 Geoff reports that he has spent quite some time on the internet searching for concrete evidence that the presence of a working canal brings increased value to properties (this information to be forwarded to the developers) He has come across much rhetoric but no actual figures that might influence the developers. BASA will talk to Pat Morris of FCC and George Jones, architect, to see if they have any information on this matter.

Lockwoods – Dave reports that he and the rest of the BASA Lockwoods team are due to meet Rob Lockwood again  at the end of the month, though he has no confirmed date as yet .It has been noticed that Veolia lorries are parked to the front of the first warehouse and are visible for some distance. David will ask if this is a temporary measure. The impact of lighting is still being assessed.

Speed Limit A610 – BASA has had a second meeting with the police and Councillor Juliette Blake (minutes to be made available on the website) This meeting was again productive. At the last BASA committee meeting, Ian had mentioned the possibility of applying for Community Cashback monies toward Vehicle Activated road Signs (VAS), which cost between £6k and £8k each. (Gill now has the details of this) The police have now identified a mobile VAS which is a much cheaper option (this could be used in the wider district – not just Riversdale to Ladygrove). BASA will make an application to see if this project meets the criteria. Geoff will copy the information that the police have provided about the VAS.

Flooding - June has recently spoken to Brian Shaw to ask if he has any evidence of what has been done re flooding grants/work in the rest of the UK. Brian has replied that he feels that this won’t really affect what is needed at Riversdale. June hopes to hear the outcome of the grant applications by the third week in February.

 June has visited the residents of Riversdale to get their views and suggest a united front. So far this has been well received.

 June reports that the drains are now being cleaned more often. It was suggested that a letter of appreciation be sent to AVBC re this. 

Historical Survey and Heritage – (see also Freda’s notes) 

BASA committee members continue to seek out histories and pictures to enrich the surveys and maybe towards a booklet or two! Clive suggested that we buy a large-scale OS map and begin to plot village histories, stories and places of interest. This would also help people to conceptualise the different campaigns and the links between them.

  Gill and David still have elderly residents to visit for their histories.

  Gill will visit the Sawmills Pensioners group to see ask if any members have anything they would like to contribute.

7. Any Other Business – 

Sawmills Mission – Betty Dye (Lay Reader ) has asked for a slot at the next BASA meeting to inform residents of the current situation at the mission church and gauge their views. The committee were very pleased that she has approached BASA and feel that the fate of the mission is truly a community issue. Gill will reply to Betty to offer her a slot and a table/display board for information and feedback.

Canal – BASA members and friends, led by David continue to clear the line of the canal at Sawmills, particularly the area around the Narrowings. Many residents and walkers have shown an interest and are pleased to see an interest being taken in the canal here. It is hoped that Sawmills residents will become more involved with projects along this stretch. There is to be a talk @ the FCC meeting @ Ironville on 15th February by George Jones, the Belper architect who has a vision for a marina at Ambergate.

Next members Meeting - to be advertised amongst members and residents via email and posters (Clive will do the posters)

  It was agreed that tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided, with a pot for voluntary contributions.

  It was agreed that the meeting will be more of a social event with few and short speeches, and displays of progress, letters, photos etc. for each campaign. Freda will stage her heritage display.

  June reports that Rod Jewell from Ambergate has offered to display old postcards of the area. This offer is gratefully accepted. June will contact Rod.

  Geoff will bring his scanner and printer to the meeting, so that if people bring photos along they wish to share, copies can be taken there and then (it is recognised than many people do not wish to lend their treasured photos)

  Gill will ask Betty Carter if the committee can access the hall in the afternoon to get the displays ready.

Next Committee Meeting 8th March 2010, 7.30 pm at the Woodlands
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