The Bullbridge and Sawmills Area Civic Society. Newsletter
  It has been just over six months since BASA was formed, initially in an attempt to influence the development of the Stevensons site by JG Land. We hoped to stop the building over of the Cromford Canal and wanted to look at other aspects of the plans that would affect the quality of life of local people. The society was then asked to respond to other local developments and problems affecting the residents of the area. In particular:- Lockwoods planning application, Speeding on the A610 and Flooding at Riversdale.

   In this time we have worked with JG Land, Lockwoods Haulage, representatives of the World Heritage site, several departments within Amber Valley Borough Council and The Friends Of Cromford Canal, maintaining an open communication that ensures residents thoughts can be heard.

Lockwoods Haulage

  Since its formation BASA has founded a working relationship with Mr Rob Lockwood and have also communicated with the Planning Department. Lockwoods have adjusted their plans and are actively seeking to minimise the impact of their development on the community. We continue to discuss issues with Rob Lockwood as they arise and are monitoring the progress of the development and the building of the bund. On the completion of the bund we will be able to assess the impact of the lighting and noise.

The Cromford Canal

 We continue to support the campaign for the restoration and reinstatement of the Cromford Canal. We have been thrilled to hear that Derbyshire County Council have pledged their support to bid for monies towards this huge project. We believe that the Canal is the crucial link to the improvement of the area in which we live, both environmentally and financially. 

The Friends of Cromford Canal are to have a sponsored “ Pond Walk “ on October the 16th . to help raise the monies to finance the detailed feasibility study needed to apply for lottery funding. BASA will be supporting this event and hope that local people will join in, either by sponsoring walkers from BASA, acting as marshals etc., or, dare we say it….. WALKING the route. More details to follow. 

 Even if people are not interested in the canal, they must surely be interested in the increased value to their properties that close proximity to a working waterway brings.

Flooding 

BASA has been asked by some of the residents of Riversdale to support them with the problems they have with flooding. We are currently collecting information in the form of testimonies, letters, photographs, press cuttings etc. towards a campaign for action by the Council on flooding in this area. If you have anything of interest or want to discuss this issues further, the BASA members collating information are Geoff Simms and Clive Sturgess   …….addresses. phone no ?????? 

Speed Limit

BASA is supporting Councillor Julliette Blake’s campaign for an extension of the 30mph speed limit currently in force through Sawmills. We will also be contacting some of the firms whose lorries speed along our roads, putting all at risk.  If there are any particular firms that you have noticed are particularly bad please send us their names and we will make sure that we are targeting those drivers causing the most offence to you. David Hirst and Dave Evans are collecting this information.

  We are still waiting for training to enable residents to operate speed cameras through Sawmills now that the speed limit is 30mph. Anyone interested in training and working with the police please contact Councillor Blake.

Freda’s bit here ??????
In Brief

· The Garden Party at The Woodlands raised £160.00 to be shared between BASA and FCC.
· It is hoped that further work in clearing the canal at Sawmills will take place later in the year, when nesting has finished.
· Councillor Blake’s house has been targeted by arsonists. Please be alert to anything that might be linked with this incident. Anyone with any information please contact the Juliette or the police.
· The next meeting of BASA will be at Sawmills Village Hall on Wednesday 30th September 2009 @ 7.30. entrance fee £1.50 to non-members. 
