Chairperson’s Report, 2nd December 2009 

Thanks to the Committee for keeping things going whilst I’ve been away, especially in organising the village hall meeting on 11th November, the day I returned, as well as the October meeting when I was also away.

Website

The new bullandsaw website is a real asset to our community – as long as we get into the way of using it to advantage. It will take time for people to realise it’s there, and that its best asset is as a local voice. (A plea here to committee members who have still to write a short piece about themselves. Shame on you!) We must keep talking about it. Perhaps something in the local press? (Volunteers?) Many, many thanks to Gordon for the many hours he gave freely to make bullandsaw possible. I have paid Gordon the £30.88 he paid for the web-yep.

Blackpool

This was a worthwhile trip as well as being a lot of fun. I travelled by train (keeping my carbon footprint down) and stayed in a family B&B (helping the local economy a tad). I had time to use my bus pass to visit St Anne’s (south of Blackpool) and Cleveleys (north of Blackpool). Blackpool Civic Trust organised the Convention including tours of Blackpool town and the Winter Gardens, both of which were fascinating. Delegates were also treated to a night out with the Mayor and Mayoress of Blackpool, at Funny Girls (some of the best Drag Queens in the northern hemisphere). 

   I was pleased to meet Elaine Smith, Chairman of Blackpool Civic Trust, who was born and brought up on Spanker Lane, Nether Heage and attended Ridgeway Primary School. Her father worked at Stevenson’s just before WWII. I have asked Elaine to email me some reminiscences of her childhood. 

   I met and chatted to several other CS members from all over England, as well as with Tony Burton and Ian Hardy. The CS movement is definitely being well redefined by Tony and Ian’s combined efforts. I believe that the new CS movement will be a most useful umbrella to be under. For it to work, Tony Burton has proposed a levy of £3 per CS member, to cover the full-time employment of 2-4 people in a grass-roots up style of organisation. (Any comments?) Being able to network and swap ideas between CS will be a key part of the movement. 

   You can read more about the convention on the CSI website, where you can download the report of the Blackpool Convention, Own the Future. I have also written a short report for the bullandsaw website.

   The whole trip cost me just under one hundred pounds, including just ten pounds for the entire convention, trips, entertainment and reception.

Historic Survey

This is now available to download from the website. I spent many hours and days compiling the Gazetteer and writing the Appraisal. I’m very pleased to report that both Barry Joyce and Gill Stroud are very pleased indeed with it. I have also compiled a series of display panels on cartridge paper suitable for a variety of uses, as well as being easy to update. We took the panels when we met Barry Joyce at Cromford Wharf in September, and Gill put them on display at the village hall meeting in October, while I was away.

   I have provisionally arranged to meet Barry Joyce and Gill Stroud on 4th January for a walk around Ambergate, Bullbridge and Sawmills. Several BASA members have already said that they hope to be there too. You’re welcome to attend if you can.

   Before this date – before Christmas, in fact – I need help in putting GPS numbers to all the sites listed in the Gazetteer, beginning with every site in and around the Stevenson’s redevelopment. We really must get this done as soon as possible. (Volunteers?) Does anyone have access to a GPS? 

Freda Raphael
