8th March 2010 – Chairperson’s report

Stevenson’s: John Jowitt forwarded my emails to JGLE concerning the obstruction of the footways by the damaged perimeter fence, and the derelict state of the two stone buildings. I received no reply. I phoned JGLE in London. An agency took the call and I heard no more. I emailed DCC re the footways obstruction and they sent out some guys to fix the chain-link back again, out of the way, but this is only a temporary repair, removing the hazard to pedestrians and walkers.

   Last Wednesday evening, 3rd March, Bob at the Nelson mentioned that residents had expressed concern to him over the heaps of rubble on the Stevenson’s site now exposed to wind and weather following the severe winter. The concern is whether there is loose asbestos amongst the rubble. I went to take a look on Thursday morning and was, myself, concerned to see what appears to be fragments of corrugated cement roofing in the nearer heap, and more roofing plus some white fibrous stuff plus a quantity of what appears to be loose fibre glass in the further heap. I took digital photos and phoned the Environment Agency. The lady who answered the phone took my call very seriously indeed, but directed me to Derbyshire County Council. The same story was repeated and I was directed to AVBC. I spoke to Darren Hurst who, again, took my call very seriously and told me he would investigate urgently and get back to me. I hope to hear from him by Wednesday. Juliette Blake tells me that the local authority has a legal liability to take action if there is a risk to life or limb (or lung?). 

Transco site footpath: I wrote a follow-up letter on 10th February to Paul Hazeldene at Transco, following his rebuttal of Mike Kelley’s request to re-route the footpath. I have had neither reply nor acknowledgement. I phoned Transco today and spoke to Andrew Vaux who said he ‘would follow it up for me.’ 

Historical Survey: I am still trying to arrange a second meeting here in Bullbridge/Sawmills with Barry Joyce who, I believe, is still keeping Weds 14th April free. Barry would like Rachael Coates, Conservation Officer for AVBC to be present too. I have been trying to get Rachael Coates to come up with a date since mid-February.

CACN: I am grateful to Peter Patilla, editor of CACN, for including my short piece about BASA. This excellent news magazine is delivered around the whole of Bullbridge as well as Crich giving us another means of communicating with residents. I delivered copies around half of Fritchley, which I have offered to do regularly, and I left the spare copies at the Nelson for any Sawmills residents who would like a copy. The deadline for the next issue is 13th April. Is there anything in particular you’d like me to include in the short piece I’ll write?

Amber Valley Local Development Framework: Draft Core Strategy Issues & Options

I really have stewed my head trying to understand this. It appears that the Government want local authorities to look again, with urgency, at their future housing plans up until 2026. I attended a Belper Civic Forum meeting with Rob Thorley at Strutt’s School on 24th Feb. It was then I realised that part of my problem in understanding the Issues & Options document is that I can’t download it properly. So much for ‘simple’ and ‘clear’ public consultation! AV charges £15 for a paper copy of this document, which ought to be easily downloaded in simple text. Gill and I went along to the AV informal consultation last Tuesday, 2nd March and talked to Rob Thorley and his colleague, but I can’t say that I came away much the wiser. AV wants feedback by the end of March. We did learn, though, that AV has adopted Building for Life, which is the national standard for well-designed homes and neighbourhoods. However, with our thoughts on the Stevenson’s redevelopment, we have to wait and see how rigorously AV Planners will enforce these wonderful standards. 

Civic Voice: The Civic Trust RIP rose from its ashes as the Civic Society Initiative headed by Tony Burton, on loan from the National Trust, and will re-emerge on 17th April as Civic Voice. Is BASA going to join Civic Voice? 

   I have signed up to attend the launch of Civic Voice in London on Saturday 17th April.

