BASA Committee Meeting Mon. 10th January 2010 

Chairperson’s report

Stevenson’s: The main thing to report is that nothing much is happening – although we mustn’t let this lull ourselves into complacency. I noticed some men in suits trying to break open the padlock on the main gate on Tuesday 15th December, which amused me since everyone else knows that you can simply walk through any of the numerous holes in the perimeter fence. I pointed this out to them! One of the men was from Lambert Smith Hampton’s Nottingham office. LHS is a commercial property consultancy retained by JG Land. I gathered that it would be unlikely for a Planning application for redevelopment of the Stevenson’s site to be submitted before the middle of 2010. Some of the other men were from Milward Construction of Belper, retained by JG Land to secure the site and the remaining useable building. So far I have not seen any obvious additional security measures. My opinion, however, is that we shouldn’t be lulled into complacency. We ought to be putting more thought now into how we can influence the redevelopment. Any further ideas?

Historical Survey: Monday 4th January: Despite the weather, several of us met with Barry Joyce (DCC Conservation & Heritage Officer) and Gill Stroud (DCC Historic Environment Record Officer) for a walk around Bullbridge and Sawmills, taking the route that Geoff Sims had taken us over earlier. This turned out to be a very successful day. Both Barry and Gill are impressed by the remaining industrial history and sites around here, including the impressive barbican-like ‘entrance’ to Bullbridge, under the railway, from the A610. Barry is now suggesting a possible dumb-bell shaped conservation area for Bullbridge taking in the immediate area around the Canal Inn and canal bridge, the area around the Lord Nelson pub and the gas house (Hamilton House), and the whole of the massive stonework railway embankment along the A610 to the next bridge. He and Gill Stroud are discussing this and will get back to us. Many thanks to Gill Hirst, David Hirst and Hugh Potter for attending the walk, and to Geoff Sims for planning the itinerary.

Website: I’ve updated the news, and I want to develop the photo archive – which is simply a question of learning how to do it. Meanwhile, if you have news to add to the website, or any points you’d like to make about it, please let me (or other committee members) know. 

Civic Society Initiative: This is my current headache. I fully understand the committee’s reluctance to commit the BASA membership to an additional per capita levy of up to three pounds a member in order to join a future civic society movement. Anyone who has looked at the CSI chat pages will see that other civic societies have similar reservations. However, it’s a bit of a chicken-and-egg situation, I feel. A new civic society movement has to get cash from somewhere for it to continue. Most people are agreed that any new body needs to be independent – the old Civic Trust itself folded primarily because it had become dependent on government funding. The result was twofold. Firstly, the CT folded when government funding was suddenly withdrawn. Secondly, being government funded had increasingly forced the CT to comply with government desires; it had become a government puppet and had grown further and further away from the grass roots where it belonged. There will be another on-line discussion on the CSI website tomorrow morning (Tuesday) from 11am to noon, if anyone is able to observe or participate. 

   Existing civic societies are keen to see a new CS movement emerge, with an emphasis on campaigning and lobbying for issues of ‘place, pride, identity and community’ via flexible networking and clustering. Basically, by using a central, small office and a website, grass roots civic societies will be able to swap practical experience and ideas by meeting both face to face and over the internet. 

   The question is, does BASA want to be a part of this? And if so, how do we achieve the transition from struggling new society with minimal funds to being a paid-up member? Personally, I feel that I need the support of an experienced, country wide network. But none of us can predict whether we’re going to get our money’s worth if we do join. I suggest, as a cop-out, that if this is important to me, then I must be prepared to pay for the initial year’s membership out of my own pocket (which I’m prepared to do, as long as it’s below, say £200). Towards the end of the first year we can decide whether the outlay has been worthwhile, or whether we can manage just as well by ourselves.

   The other reason, perhaps, for being part of a national, independent body is that BASA will gain more respect, partly from having access to people of national recognition. Does this follow?

Crich Area Community Newsletter (CACN): I am writing a piece about BASA for the CACN. I must do it tomorrow to meet the deadline. What would you like me to say?

Finally: Apologies – I’ve had too many family commitments since December’s committee meeting to be able to get any letters written: to Judy Mallaber or to DCC re Hagg tunnel footpath – but I haven’t forgotten.

